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IN  THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


March  30,  1896. — Ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Shoup,  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  submitted  the 

following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  H.  Res.  85.] 


The  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  House 
resolution  No.  85,  relative  to  the  medal  of  honor  authorized  by  the  acts 
of  July  12,  1862,  and  March  3,  1863,  have  considered  the  same  and 
recommend  the  following  amendment: 

Strike  out  all  of  the  resolution  after  the  word  “ that,”  in  line  3,  and 
insert  in  lien  thereof  the  following : 

The  Secretary  of  War  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  issue  to  any  person  to 
whom  a medal  of  honor  has  been  awarded,  or  may  hereafter  be  awarded,  under  the 
provisions  of  the  joint  resolution  approved  July  twelfth,  eighteen  hundred  and 
sixty-two,  and  the  act  approved  March  third,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-three,  a 
rosette  or  knot  to  be  worn  in  lieu  of  the  medal,  and  a ribbon  to  be  worn  with  the 
medal;  said  rosette  or  knot  and  ribbon  to  be  each  of  a pattern  to  be  prescribed  and 
established  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  any  appropriation  that  may 
hereafter  be  available  for  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  War  Department  is  hereby 
made  available  for  the  purposes  of  this  act:  Provided,  That  whenever  a ribbon 
issued  under  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  have  been  lost,  destroyed,  or  rendered 
unfit  for  use,  without  fault  or  neglect  on  the  part  of  the  person  to  whom  it  was  issued, 
the  Secretary  of  War  shall  cause  a new  ribbon  to  be  issued  to  such  person  without 
charge  therefor. 

This  resolution  as  amended  proposes  to  accomplish  five  separate 
and  distinct  objects.  These  objects  are  as  follows: 

(1)  To  authorize  the  Secretary  of  War  to  issue  to  any  person  to  whom 
a medal  of  honor  has  been  awarded,  or  may  hereafter  be  awarded,  under 
the  provisions  of  the  joint  resolution  approved  July  12,  1862,  and  the 
act  approved  March  3,  1863,  a rosette  or  knot  to  be  worn  in  lieu  of  the 
medal. 

(2)  To  authorize  the  Secretary  of  War  to  issue  to  any  person  to 
whom  a medal  has  been  awarded,  or  may  hereafter  be  awarded,  a 
ribbon  to  be  worn  with  the  medal. 

(3)  To  provide  that  the  rosette  or  knot  and  the  ribbon  shall  be  of  a 
pattern  to  be  prescribed  and  established  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States. 

(4)  To  require  the  Secretary  of  War  to  issue,  without  charge  there- 
for, a new  ribbon  in  place  of  any  ribbon  that  may  have  been  issued 
under  the  terms  of  the  act  and  may  have  been  lost,  destroyed,  or  ren- 
dered unfit  for  use,  without  fault  or  neglect  on  the  part  of  the  person 
to  whom  the  ribbon  was  issued. 
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(5)  To  provide  for  the  payment,  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the 
War  Department,  of  expenses  arising  under  the  act. 

The  medal  of  honor  itself  is  somewhat  heavy  and  is  very  easily  lost, 
especially  after  the  ribbon  to  which  it  is  attached  becomes  worn.  The 
medal  is  not,  therefore,  worn  except  on  infrequent  occasions;  but  the 
rosette  or  bowknot  contemplated  by  the  pending  resolution,  to  be 
worn  in  place  of  the  medal,  can  be  worn  without  difficulty  or  incon- 
venience on  any  occasion,  and  will  obviate  the  danger  of  loss  of  the 
medal  itself. 

The  requirement  to  the  effect  that  the  rosette  or  bowknot  and  ribbon 
to  be  issued  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  shall  be  of  a pattern  to  be 
prescribed  and  established  by  the  President  will  insure  the  uniformity 
and  permanence  of  that  pattern. 

The  pending  resolution  gives  to  the  Secretary  of  War  authority  to 
issue  new  ribbons,  to  be  worn  with  the  medal  of  honor.  The  ribbon 
that  is  now  issued  with  the  medal  is  of  a peculiar  pattern,  and  it  is 
understood  that  it  can  not  be  obtained  from  dealers  in  such  articles, 
consequently  those  who  desire  to  obtain  new  ribbons  to  replace  those 
that  have  been  lost,  destroyed,  or  rendered  unfit  for  use,  are  unable  to 
do  so.  Doubtless  there  will  be  the  same  difficulty  in  obtaining  any 
other  ribbon  that  may  be  adopted  in  future  to  take  the  place  of  the  one 
now  issued,  because  it  is  not  likely  that  there  will  be  a sufficient  demand 
for  it  to  justify  dealers  in  keeping  a supply  of  the  material  on  hand. 
But  the  Government  can,  at  a triflng  expense,  keep  on  hand  a sufficient 
supply  of  the  material  to  meet  the  requirements  of  those  who  are 
entitled  to  wear  the  medal  and  the  ribbon. 

The  expense  of  the  proposed  legislation  to  the  United  States  can  not 
be  more  than  a trifling  one,  because  the  rosette  or  other  device  to  be 
worn  in  lieu  of  the  medal,  and  the  ribbon  to  be  worn  with  the  medal, 
can  not  cost  more  than  a few  cents  each. 

Your  committee  recommend  the  passage  of  the  resolution  as  amended. 
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